
The fl u is a serious disease. The 
federal government’s Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
claims it can lead to hospitaliza-

tion and even death.
For most people, however, getting the 

fl u just involves feeling really, really bad 
for a few days. 

To avoid that, the Center for Disease 
Control advises that the single best way 
to protect against the fl u is to get vacci-
nated each year.

Flu shots are relatively inexpensive 
and easily available. The CDC recom-
mends fl u shots for everyone older than 
6 months.

Some people still fi nd reasons to avoid 
the shots, questioning their effectiveness 

and safety, but we fi nd the arguments 
against vaccinations unconvincing. 
Some people — those who are allergic 
to chicken eggs and those who have had 
bad reactions previously — are urged to 
avoid the shots, but for most people it’s 
better to get the shot than to take your 
chances without it.

Getting the vaccine is the socially re-
sponsible choice. Once you get the fl u, in 
addition to feeling bad yourself, you’ll be 
a source of possible infection for some-
one else. 

Flu shots aren’t perfect. They repre-
sent scientists’ best guess as to what 

fl u strains are likely to be prevalent in 
a given year, and sometimes you could 
be exposed to a strain of fl u the vaccine 
doesn’t protect against.

But think of all the serious diseases 
that were once common and are now 
rare. Vaccines make a difference. Get 
the shot. They don’t cost a lot and they’re 
available in lots of places, such as the 
Kenosha County Division of Health, the 
Visiting Nurse Association and numer-
ous pharmacies and clinics.

Get vaccinated not just to protect 
yourself but to protect everyone that 
you come into contact with. The more 
people who get vaccinated against the 
fl u, the less likely the disease is to spread 
throughout the community.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

OUR VIEW

BY BRYAN ALBRECHT
SPECIAL TO THE KENOSHA NEWS

Gateway’s impact on education and 
training reaches far beyond the 
boundaries of the communities 

which we serve, bringing recognition and 
cutting-edge methods and equipment to 
the college which benefi ts students as they 
train to successfully enter their career.

Gateway is hosting two national confer-
ences this week that show, 
through your support of 
college leadership, the many 
powerful ways Gateway im-
pacts students far and wide.

Starting Tuesday and 
continuing today, Gateway 
is hosting the American 
Association of Commu-
nity College Sustainable 
Education and Economic 
Development’s “Building 
Sustainable Community College and In-
dustry Partnerships” summit, bringing 100
visitors representing community colleges, 
government offi cials and industry lead-
ers from across the nation to Racine and 
Kenosha to share ideas and best practices 
on sustainable education programs. The 
conference will also feature the inaugural 
Green Genome Awards to honor colleges 
that have been leaders in green economic 
and workforce development and sustain-
ability.

Today through Friday, Gateway will 
host the annual National Coalition of Ad-
vanced Tech-
nology Centers  
conference that 
will feature 
hands-on 
workshops and 
seminars on 
how colleges 
can incorpo-
rate the spe-
cialized train-
ing offered 
by advanced 
technology 
centers into 
their curricu-
lum. Gateway’s 
development 
of fi ve such 
centers and the 
career training 
opportunities 
they present 
to students 
and workforce 
development 
for businesses 
have become 
national models for other colleges. This 
conference will also bring about 100 visi-
tors from across the nation to Racine.

Hosting these national conferences 
shines the light on two successful prin-
ciples of Gateway. The fi rst is that we 
believe in providing the best instruction 
and cutting-edge delivery methods to 
our students. We want to make sure the 
training they receive is what’s needed in 
today’s workforce. You see that through 
the sharing of best practices that provide 
new and innovative means to train and 
equip students. We are proud to host these 
events at Gateway, which is seen as a 
national model where those best practices 
can be found.

Secondly, our strength comes in part 
from the many business partners in our 
communities that have stepped forward 
to provide industry expertise, equipment 
and other resources to ensure our pro-
grams and training align with the needs of 
industry today — in short, worker skills 
needed by employers. Many of our college 
business partners will be keynote speak-
ers at these conferences, providing insight 
and expertise on a national level while still
highlighting the Gateway successes.

Gateway was selected to host the SEED 
summit because of a demonstrated ongo-
ing commitment to improve its campuses 
through sustainable practices. In addition 
to cost reduction measures, we have un-
dertaken measures to transform Gateway’s
facilities on all of its campuses with renew-
able energy systems. Gateway is a national
leader in developing training programs in 
emerging industries such as geothermal 
well drilling, automated building controls, 
urban farming, fresh water technology and
sustainable energy systems.

Gateway has been a leader in NCATC 
for many years. Our technology centers 
train students for their careers as well as 
provide workforce development training 
that positively impacts the local economy. 
Our newest center, iMET, will provide 
intense workforce training needed by local
employers as well as degree programs for 
in-demand engineering careers.

We have a lot to be proud of, and much 
of it is due to you and your support. We 
hope you’re proud, too.

Bryan Albrecht is president of Gate-
way Technical College.
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Flu season is coming; get the shot

Georgie Anne Geyer on the Cuban Missile Crisis 50 years agoCOMING THURSDAY:

BY KATHLEEN PARKER
WASHINGTON

Not since Rocky Balboa met Apollo 
Creed have so many greeted a 
matchup with as much anticipation 

as tonight’s debate between Barack Obama 
and Mitt Romney.

Not even Honey Boo Boo can beat out 
these two in the ratings. (We pray, really, we 
do.) 

 Presidential debates have rarely held 
us in such thrall, but this one is especially 
riveting because, despite the fact that this 
election has been in progress for about four 
years, voters expect to learn something they 

don’t already know about 
the candidates.

 Can Romney get under 
Obama’s skin? Can Obama 
force Romney to be ... Rom-
neyzoid? 

 Obama comes to the ring 
with this understanding: He 
is likable but can be aloof; he 
is cool but perhaps too cool 
for school. He is intelligent 
but strangely unknowing 
about the ways most Ameri-
cans view their country. 

His recent “bumps in the road” comment 
after the terrorist attack on the American 
consulate in Benghazi and his oddly submis-
sive address to the United Nations thereafter 
come to mind.

 And though he enters the fray with 
a quiver of negatives, including an un-
employment rate that still hovers over 8 
percent, he is nonetheless popular and, at 
this stage, leading Romney in battleground 
states.

 Voters should know all they need to know 
about Obama — including the possibility 
that he isn’t the leader that a majority hoped 
he would be — yet there’s still a chance he 
may reveal something that tips the scale 
toward Romney. Will he gaze down his nose 
at Romney the way he did Hillary Clinton? 
We want to see. 

 Romney enters the ring with a tattered 
campaign dragging behind him like tin 
cans on a rusted-out honeymoon coupe. His 
once-sterling reputation has been tarnished 
by the perception that he is awkward and 
callous. 

 His party has managed to alienate women 
in such droves that it may be impossible to 
woo them back. In Ohio, 60 percent of likely 
female voters favor Obama over Romney 
(35 percent), according to a recent poll. In 
Virginia and Pennsylvania, Obama leads 
Romney among women voters by 19 and 21 
points, respectively. 

 Meanwhile, Romney’s dismissal of 47 
percent of voters essentially as shiftless 
mooches has stuck to him like Styrofoam 

peanuts on a cheap suit. Add to those voters 
African-Americans and Latinos and his 
competitive standing in the overall polls is 
nothing short of miraculous.

 And yet. There is a sense that there is 
something more. 

 But then. 
 Romney has managed throughout 36 

primary debates and about six years of 
campaigning to elude being known by 
those whose hearts and minds he seeks to 
convert. Family and friends — and staffers 
who are deeply loyal and steadfast — seem 
to know a different Romney than the public 
persona. 

 There’s no denying that the media have 
emphasized Romney’s awkwardness because 
it is strangely amusing. And because, 
as Obama joked at his fi rst White House 
Correspondents’ Association dinner, most 
journalists voted for him. The media know 
and like Obama, and he fl atters them with 
the sort of bonhomie that Romney seems 
incapable of expressing. Tonight, it is prob-
able that Americans will tune in as much 
to hear Romney puncture Obama’s record 
and describe his own as they will to witness 
what else there might be to the man. 

 The conventional wisdom is that Romney 
has to slay his opponent or the election is 
really, really over this time for sure. Even a 
slight bounce for Obama is viewed as certain 
victory in fi ve weeks. By contrast, according 
to this same wisdom, a Romney victory only 
guarantees he’s in the game until the next 
debate.

 The truth is, no one really knows. Read-
ing voters is like reading Tarot cards. The 
current debate about polling integrity and 
turnout models suggests that what we think 
we know can change quicker than it takes 
a voter to fi b to a pollster. The great anec-
dotal secret of this election is that many 
more than anticipated will vote for Romney 
without admitting it. Why? Because they 
don’t want to be accused of being racist and 
because they aren’t really convinced of their 
wisdom.

 History tells us that debates, especially 
the fi rst one, help the challenger. Life tells 
us that an honest man with a sense of humor 
can win all hearts. One can do worse in a de-
bate than be remembered for saying, “There 
you go again.”

 Romney’s job tonight isn’t to beat Obama. 
It is to win over America. You could sell 
tickets. 

***
 In a recent column, I said Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg came to Washington for a place on 
the Supreme Court. She came for a place on 
the U.S. Court of Appeals.

 
Kathleen Parker’s email address is 

kathleenparker@washpost.com.
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Ryan’s Medicare plan
is not the answer

Are you ready for a game of Romney/
Ryan roulette? This is also known as Paul 
Ryan’s Medicare Revisions Plan.

The way Medicare works now is that 
it pays about 80 percent of the medical 
expenses of a participant. Many elderly 
participants then purchase a small, 
supplemental insurance policy to help pay 
for the rest of their medical expenses. 

With Ryan’s plan, each participant 
is given an annual voucher of $7,000 to 
$10,000. The participant then is respon-
sible for making all health care arrange-
ments. The fi rst fl aw in the logic is as-
suming you can purchase enough medical 
insurance for under $10,000. 

The biggest fl aw in the logic is assum-
ing insurance companies would provide 
comprehensive coverage for the elderly. 
There’s no profi t providing coverage for 
the elderly. That’s one of the main reasons 
Medicare has evolved as it has.

By analogy, insurance companies would 
be like gaming casinos that routinely 
pay out more money than they take in. 
They wouldn’t be in business for long. It’s 
unlikely that insurance executives would 
enjoy being forced to provide compre-
hensive coverage for the elderly without 
governmental support. 

The most annoying aspect of this plan is 
how it discriminates against those under 
the age of 55. Ever wonder why the cutoff 
for this program isn’t 80 or 90?

The answer lies within a national 
Republican survey that determined 54 per-
cent of Republicans are opposed to Ryan’s 
plan. Ryan knows that angering too many 
Republican boomers would tank his plan 
and maybe even the election. 

Do we need to revise Medicare and So-
cial Security? Yes, but not with Romney/
Ryan roulette.

Mike Peltier
Kenosha

New roundabout 
could be more attractive

As my friends and neighbors know, I 
have tried to keep an open mind on the 
roundabout going in on the south end of 
the city knowing there was nothing we 
could do about it. 

The city had an open meeting about four 
or fi ve days before the project was to begin 
and all the bids were signed. Now I invite 
the city and the Kenosha News to come 
and take a look at the new addition. 

We all knew there would be information-
al signs to let people know what to do when 
they approached this intersection, but we 
did not know there would be a bunch of 
fence posts with signs on them. This is now 
to the point of being stupid and ugly. 

There must have been some money in 
the project to purchase some attractive 
posts. I also invite people to look at the 
concrete work they did on my property. 

I could have paid for a private contrac-
tor and now I wish I would have paid the 
extra money. Take a look at what the con-
tractors did to my fence. We all know we 
will have to live with this intersection, but 
the city can try to make it more attractive. 

Roy Warnock
Kenosha

Let Zerban debate
an empty chair

Here’s one solution to the problem of 
Mr. Ryan giving Wisconsin a few hours of 
his time — taking a break from his busy, 
important schedule — to attend a congres-
sional election debate with Mr. Zerban.

Just place an empty chair up on the 
stage. Leave Mr. Eastwood and the non-
union referees of the Packer-Seahawk 
game off the invitation list.

Good luck, Rob.
Donna Carlsen 

Kenosha


